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bar. He was active in the promotion of the Pennsylvania Branch of 
the Institute, serving as Secretary and giving unstintedly of his time 
and effort to advance its interests. To him in. no small degree is clue 
its measure of success. 

Edward Lindsey. 



ADULT PROBATION IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 



Judge John W. Houston, Chief Adult Probation Officer for 
Cook County, Illinois, has recently presented a report, covering the 
six months ending April 1st, 1915. In it he emphasizes certain points 
that deserve wide attention. In Illinois the Adult Probation Law 
defines the classes of offenders who may be admitted to probation. 
The Judges frequently transgress the letter of the law in ordering 
probation. For example, in the six months covered by the report, 
forty-three robbers and burglars were placed on probation. Never- 
theless twenty-six of these justified such a disposition of their cases. 
They have shown great improvement. Nine, while they have not 
committed any other offense, have not improved much in the opinion 
of Judge Houston. Four of the forty-three are in the State Peni- 
tentiary or in the State Reformatory at Pontiac, three are in the 
Chicago House of Correction, and one is dead. 

The fact that twenty-six out of forty-three burglars and robbers 
(who are propulary regarded as poor subjects for probation and who 
are generally discriminated against in probation laws), can make 
good in a distinct sense, raises the following important point: The 
word of our statutes excluding one or another group of offenders from 
the application of the probation law is altogether artificial. It seems 
to presuppose that there are certain types of offenders, and that the 
type that commit burglary, for example, are unalterable, or at any 
rate that they are so fixed that their character can not be modified 
by a probationary term. This is not borne out by the facts of ex- 
perience. Many burglars and robbers, as Judge Houston and others 
have shown us, improve under probation. 

The results of investigation should afford the only criteria of 
fitness for probation. It is not sufficient to determine that the 
applicant has not been arrested before. The investigation must 
cover the sociological, psychological and medical aspects of the case, 
and the application should stand or fall on the results of this investi- 
gation. If it be objected that this plan would place too much power 
in the hands of experts, we have but to reply, in the first place, that 
the power is not necessarily placed in the hands of one alone, 
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and in the second place, that at present the disposition of 
the applicant for probation is in the hands of one expert — the 
judge who has heard his case. Then the question is: which 
expert is the more able by training and experience to estimate the 
possibilities of an individual, and to make a forecast of his future 
reactions; the expert in legal precedent or the expert in human nature? 

There is but one answer to this in the writer's opinion. The 
judge, moreover, cannot personally make the necessary investigations, 
neither has he all the necessary machinery at his disposal for having 
it made. He should have at his disposal, as in Chicago and Boston, 
e.g., a Psychopathic Laboratory and it sholud be employed in pro- 
bation cases. For this purpose the laboratiories that already exist 
should be enlarged. The adult probation law, as recently amended 
in Illinois will more than double the present pitifully small number 
of adult probation officers in Cook County, and will enable the courts 
to make preliminary sociological investigations. Furthermore it 
will require such an investigation to be made. The changes brought 
about by the new law will later be described fully in this Journal. 

Probationary cases from the Morals Court and the Court of 
Domestic Relations do not show as good a record in Judge Houston's 
report as those from other courts. If one were to hazard a guess at 
the cause it would be that Morals Court and Domestic Relations 
Court cases as a whole are not good subjects for probation. An 
adequate preliminary investigation would undoubtedly eliminate 
many applicants in these courts. Certainly it would not necessarily 
be a reflection on these courts if they were to order probation in 
no case whatever. A probationary term is not a sop that the court 
is entitled to offer in order that he may create the illusion that he is 
"progressive" or that he may satisfy a craving for appearing to be 
"liberal." Probation is an educational device. It is a reflection on 
the system if it is possible for a court to select a large proportion of 
offenders who are unable to profit by it. 

Robert H. Gault. 



